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June 2, 2011
«Contact»
«Agency»
«Address1»
«Address2»
«CityStateZip»
RE:  INTERCITY Funding: FTA Small Urban and Rural Area Public Transportation (Section 5311f)
Dear «Greeting»:

Under the Federal Transit Administration Section 5311 grant program States are required to set aside 15% of its annual allocation of rural funds to carry out a program for the development and support of intercity bus transportation.  NJ TRANSIT has identified a number of interested parties and companies who either provide intercity bus service currently in the state, could possibly provide such service, or currently operate local service that could serve as a feeder to current or new intercity services.  Companies have been identified through existing contracted services in the state, websites of private intercity bus operators, and the Russell’s Official National Motor Coach Guide. NJ TRANSIT is reaching out to all operators and organizations cited above at this time to solicit potential intercity bus needs and requests for funding for these needs.  All proposals submitted will be reviewed to determine if the proposal qualifies as an eligible project under the current guidance contained in the FTA circular for non-urbanized Section 5311.  

In accordance with the NJ TRANSIT State Management Plan for the Intercity Program under Section 5311(f) at least once every three years NJ TRANSIT will:
1. Identify intercity bus providers in the State;

2. Invite all operators to submit proposals and hold an information session to discuss the Section 5311 (f) program and advertise the process in various newspapers throughout the State;

3. Allow operators to submit proposals;

4. Review the results of the consultation and applications received;

5. Include information on the coordinated public transit-human services transportation plans and encourage their participation at the local level;

It is expected that all approved recipients of funds will comply with the following:

· Any vehicle(s) be used to provide intercity service serving rural/nonurbanized areas of the state;

· The service be a nonprioritized trip service open to the general public, although services can be designed to meet the particular needs of  a particular targeted population; 

· All the requirements of FTA funded equipment would apply including FTA drug and alcohol testing, reporting etc. 

· Operating dollars are not available under this stimulus program allocation.
An initial conference call will be held Wednesday, June 22th. If interested in participating please call 973-491-7372 no later than Friday, June 17, 2011 requesting the conference call number and access code to join the conference call.  

Enclosed is an intercity funding proposal request form.  This form is being used to begin the consultative process.  It is not a formal application which will be made available to interested parties after a consultative process has taken place.  New Jersey is making two years of intercity funding set aside available at this time. A local match is required. This estimated $.9 million dollars can be used for capital, planning and operating. The required match is 50% operating and 20% for capital.
Thank you for your continued interest to the provision of intercity service and service in the rural and small urban areas of New Jersey.  Such services provide a vital link in the community and help provide independence and safe travel to residents.  I look forward to discussing any potential proposals on the 22nd. 
Sincerely,

Robert P. Koska

Robert P. Koska, Director

Local Programs & Minibus Support

Copy to:
Anna Magri, Manager

«Regional», Regional Program Administrator
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